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CRALZY STIRRING

STAVE OFF BOREDOM WITH THESE OFF-THE-WALL EVENTS

BY GARIN FIRMLA

hibernating and watehing bad movies on cable, caombat the

winter hlahs with alternathee activites, We're talling about
a crazy shopping cart race, plaping board games at dive bars and
celehrating some welrdo namsd Robert Burns.

T he winter of our discontent is upon us. Agaln. Instead of

sSantaCon | Dec. &, 2007])

When you ponder the Idea of the Jolby One, elves and chubbiness
come to mind, but Billy Bob Therton in Pad Samte al so pops up.
Because we need alot of booee o assuage the demands of the
holidays, promoter Santa Tom has arranged Chlcagos best
Chostmas event, SantaCon (santaconchieagooom). * There are a lot
of Santa crowd-type events that happen around the cloy where you
must slgn up or lmow somebody,” says Santa Tom. “0r it o
protest of eommerelalization of the hallday This 1=n't abaoist that.
It's about getting pecple together. Sometimes Chicago feels so
segregated. This 1s about letting your guard down and laughing at
yourself and hendng a great time" Amyone can partielpate as long as
theydress up in Santa regalia. Santas congregate at the bar in the
Congress Hotel at 2 p.m., then set out on a spentanecus route
through the Loop and up to Rush and Divdsion, spreading cheer and
imbibing along the way. Mo one can resist a hoard of “happy”
Santas.

Burns Night at the Globe Pub (Fan. 24, 2008)

Most people haven't heard of Seottish poet and lyricls Robert
Burns, but he's left an Indelible Impression on the world. He's
ereditesd for pennin g the ublqultous Mew Year's Eve tune “Auld Lang
Syne” |n the 18th century, »riting a folk song about John Barleyeom
(e the Wrigleyille bar) and the simile-heavy poem * My Love is
Lile=a Red, Red Rose.” Barn on Jan. 25, 1750, his legaey lhes on,

as every year on his birthday people get together to feast in his honor.
The Globe Pub (1034 W. Indng Parle. 77 3/871- 3757 has been hosting
the fres, REVP-required svent for the pas owe years A traditlonal
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evening conslsts of eating haggls. reading poetry, playlng muslc
dressing In your tartan best, and, of courss, downinga lot of whiskey
“Lastyear becanse the weather was so bad cur plper and a couple of
readers did not males it In,* says organter Stuart Johnston. “1 had
to play the plpes on a CI, and more people from the andlence than
was planned read poems. You lenow how in adwersliy you sometimes
hawe the most fan? This 1s how the evening turned out.”

The Chiditared (March 1, 2008)

Every year a lone man and his dogs treli,oco miles aoross Alaska
for o test in endurance, but here In the hig iy, dressing up in
outrageons costumes and mushing shopping earts through the
streets to win cash prizes and “best of* mrards seems more
compelling: The Chid ttamod (chiditarod.org), Chicago's verslon of
thi 13-year-old San Franclsss Urban Iditarad, 1s now in fis third
year. Teams customlze thelr carts and don costumes o a competl-
tlon where sabotage 1s highly encouraged, erossing checkpolnis
(alm bars) ta, um, re-hydrate. It's also a faod drive, where you hoe
to carry at least 15 poinds of food (o your cart. The team with the
most food at the end wins, Organter Dodd Breen says the event
grows annually, and this year the goal 1s to collect two tons of food.
““The commentwe get an the street most often 15, “What s this and
how can 1 slgn up ™ remads Breen. Ap parenthy being sily and
drunlt hedps the Impoverished.

Boardgames and Bars (all season)

Drinldng and games are synomymous, so bitup some of your favorice
neighborhand hangouts to forga cabln fever in exchange for a
irlendly night of drunken competitiorn. Wicker Pardc's Beachwood Inn
(1415 M. Wond, 773/486-0808) boasts Connect Four, Clue, Milllpeds
and a mekdn” julebor. Head to Wrigleywille's Guthries Tanern

(1300 W Addison, 773/47-2000) for their drinking Jenga game

and Scrabble. Finally hit Kewport Bar and Grill (1344 W. Newport,
773 325-0111), offering Eisk, a Chlcage trivia game and darts.



