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hen touring Ottawa band
The Grey decided to bend the truth
about why they were trying to cross into the
United States, they never imagined that customs
would ban them from entering the country
for five years.

The Grey’s plan to play a show in Ogdensburg,
New York suddenly became an alarming and
confusing ordeal. They had told the border agent
they were visiting friends instead of mentioning
the show, and the border agent saw right through
them. They didn't have the necessary work permits
to enter the country because, like most bands,
they couldn’t afford them, and were forced to
face the consequences.

For years they never had a problem crossing
into the States, but for some reason these four
guys with no criminal records were separated
and interrogated for six hours and eventually
fingerprinted, photographed, and banned from
entering the US for five years, The border patrol
didn’t seemn to grasp that The Grey were touring
as a hobby; they weren't profiting from their gig
or making a respectable living from it.

"It was really hard to swallow because you just
couldn't prove to these people that this wasn't about
money, this was for the love of doing something
that was outside of work,” says The Grey's drummer
Hayden Menzies, The band has looked into appealing
the ban, but now feels the fight is futile, especially

with the high cost of papenwark. Despite the setback,
the band continues to tour other countries and
remains optimistic about future endeavors.
Apparently, band harassment at the US/Canadian
border is becoming a2 growing issue. With the
tragedies of 9/11 and the advent of Homeland
Security, border patrol personnel have become
more stringent about who they let into their
country. A plethora of bands, both established
and not, have surfaced to comment on scenarios
at both checkpoints. There isn‘t just one glaring
problem, though. There are issues of drugs, lies,
money, politics, power, and appearances—tales
seemingly extracted from a Tom Clancy novel,
Border control is tightening on both sices of
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the imaginary line, making the touring situation
for US and Canadian acts increasingly difficult.
The Grey's labelmates, Del Cielo, were banned
from Canada for a year after they were caught at
the barder without a permit, lying about their true
reasan for visiting. Guitarist Greg McGowan's
band, Time and Distance, were also banned for
a year after the border patrol found out they
were playing a show.

Matthew Badja from the band Funeral Diner
was banned from entering Canada for five
years with no appeal because of a grand theft
charge appearing on his record. Badja claims
the charge was erroneous. | think they [Canadian
Border Patrol] were really harsh on us because they
couldr’t pinpoint anything on us band-wise,"
says Badja.

Cara Prest, media relations spokespersen for
the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA),
maintains the patrol's actions are always reasonable
and calculated. “A number of risk-based indicators
guide CBSA, officers in making their decision to refer
individuals for further examination or investigation.
These indicators could include compliance history,
specific information like a criminal recard, and
behavior of the traveler,” says Prest.

Regardless of whether they deny
playing shows or not, bands
seem to be prime suspects
based on their appearance

and the sex, drugs, rock and roll stereotype that goes
along with it. “The CBSA border services officers
base their decisions on multiple factors, but

maintains

"

discrimination is not one of them,
Prest. And Kevin Carsaro, the public affairs officer
tar the US Customs and Border Patro! (CEP), also
emphasizes that “secondary inspections are not
selected by appearances.”

still, on separate occasions California folk
artist Jon Crocker and tattooed bassist Sonny
Letourneau of Canadian group GFK both believe
the barder patrol profiled them as harboring
drugs because they matched the musician profile.
They feel they were threatened based on an
invalid assumption.

Although some bands at the barders get the
Spanish Inquisition, not all of thermn have experienced
incidents this like. Canadian artist Chad VanGaalen,
who is signed to the esteemed major/indie Sub
Pop label, chooses to cross into the US by telling
the truth and being nice. Being on a label helps
him cross the border smoothly because Sub Pop
takes care of his paperwork. Also, he was able

to purchase a three-year work Visa.
Unfortunately, most bands coming to and from
Canada and the US
do not have Lthe

luxury of affording
an almost 5400

work permit.

The government requires this for bands 10
play shows, whether they are getting paid for
them or not. Because of this, some bands try
to sneak their way in, often coaxed by small
promoters to do so, and risk the impending
CoNsequences.

Periodically, random incidents of entry into
Canada or the US happen without repercussions.
The band Century was whisked right across the
border without having their IDs checked. "I just
think it’s silly that there's an apparent double standard
because some bands I've talked to have had & lot
of trouble with the Canadian border but others
like us had no trouble whatsoever entering US
soil without hassle. Makes me feel real fucking
safe, " says Century's Carson Slovak.

Other hassle-free experiences include the Sloppy
Meateaters, who were able to get back into
the US from Canada on 911 without having to wait,
despite warmnings telling people to stay away from
the barders that day. Dave Witte, drummer of
Municipal Waste, was allowed into Canada because
a border agent liked his cat tattoo.

These stories bring up the issue of security
and how selective it seems to be, “The CBSA
employees are professionals who are trained 10
carry out their responsibilities with respect, integrity,
honesty, and accountability while doing their
utmast to protect our borders,” says Prest. Yet same
bands think the strict protocols at the barder
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